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The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission was established through the SF Health Code. Sec. 41.3 
of the Code states: “The Commission shall render written report of its activities to the Board [of Supervisors] 
quarterly.” This report fulfills that requirement. 
 
 
The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission advises the Board of Supervisors on issues involving 
animals. People come to Commission meetings to offer their opinions about issues under discussion, and to suggest 
topics that the Commission might investigate further. During the second half of 2011, the Commission took the 
following action: 
 
1) Sent a letter to the Board of Supervisors, the Mayor, and the SF Arts Commission urging them to rescind two 
contracts with artist Tom Otterness for sculptures at SF General Hospital ($700,000) and the Central Subway 
project ($750,00). Thirty years ago, when he was 25, Otterness adopted a dog from a shelter, chained it to a fence 
and shot it on film, calling it “art.” San Francisco should not have on public display art made by someone who 
committed such an unforgivable act of premeditated animal cruelty. The Animal Control and Welfare Commission 
was especially concerned that Otterness, while saying he regretted his actions, had taken no concrete action 
expressing contrition, e.g., donating time, money, or artwork to animal shelters or animal welfare organizations. The 
Commission also urged the Arts Commission to ensure future recipients of public art funding have not participated 
in acts of animal cruelty. In November 2011, the Arts Commission voted to rescind the Central Subway contract to 
Otterness; no money had been spent on that contract. The Arts Commission voted to keep the contract with 
Otterness for the SF General Hospital sculpture. A large part of the contract money had already been spent, and the 
SF Health Department expressed concern about delays in completing the project if the contract was rescinded. 
 
 
 
In addition, the Commission has held discussions on the following topics, which highlight animal issues that are of 
concern to San Francisco residents: 
 
1) Suggestion to create a “Humane Pet Store” Program that would officially recognize stores in San Francisco 
that do not sell live animals. The Commission discussed creating a program that would recognize pet stores that do 
not sell animals with an official designation as a “humane pet store,” perhaps including a sign that could be posted in 
store windows. The program would be similar to the Seafood Watch Program that provides signage and information 
to participating restaurants that adhere to sustainable seafood guidelines. While acknowledging that a Humane Pet 
Store Program would help educate the public about problems with puppy mills, inhumane breeding, and impulse 
buys of animals in pet stores, the Commission ultimately took no action, amid concerns that such a program was 
outside of our mandate and might be better done by an animal-oriented nonprofit. 
 
2) The San Francisco Zoo. The Commission receives frequent updates on discussion and issues raised at the Joint 
Zoo Oversight Committee amid the Commission’s continuing concerns about animal welfare at the Zoo. 

  


